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Friends of the Supreme Court: Interest Groups and Judicial Decision Making

The U.S. Supreme Court is a public policy battleground in which organized interests attempt to etch their
economic, legal, and political preferences into law through the filing of amicus curiae (\"friend of the court\")
briefs. In Friends of the Supreme Court: Interest Groups and Judicial Decision Making, Paul M. Collins, Jr.
explores how organized interests influence the justices' decision making, including how the justices vote and
whether they choose to author concurrences and dissents. Collins presents theories of judicial choice derived
from disciplines as diverse as law, marketing, political science, and social psychology. This theoretically rich
and empirically rigorous treatment of decision-making on the nation's highest court, which represents the
most comprehensive examination ever undertaken of the influence of U.S. Supreme Court amicus briefs,
provides clear evidence that interest groups play a significant role in shaping the justices' choices.

Supreme Court Confirmation Hearings and Constitutional Change

This book demonstrates that the hearings to confirm Supreme Court nominees are in fact a democratic forum
for the discussion and ratification of constitutional change.

The President and the Supreme Court

When presidents take positions on pending Supreme Court cases or criticize the Court's decisions, they are
susceptible to being attacked for acting as bullies and violating the norm of judicial independence. Why then
do presidents target Supreme Court decisions in their public appeals? In this book, Paul M. Collins, Jr and
Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha argue that presidents discuss the Court's decisions to demonstrate their
responsiveness to important matters of public policy and to steer the implementation of the Court's decisions.
Using data from Washington to Trump, they show that, far from being bullies, presidents discuss cases to
promote their re-election, policy goals, and historical legacies, while attempting to affect the impact of Court
decisions on the bureaucracy, Congress, the media, and the public.

Amici Curiae and Strategic Behavior in State Supreme Courts

Applying strategic approaches to both interest groups as amici curiae and state supreme court justices,
Comparato investigates the influence of judicial retention methods and the ballot initiative on their behaivor.
The results demonstrate that they behave strategically, attempting to achieve their goals within the confines
of the institutional setting. What impact do state-level institutions have on the behavior of state supreme court
justices and interest groups participating as amici curiae in those courts? Specifically, is the information
provided by interest groups conditioned on the judicial retention system, or whether the state uses the ballot
initiative, and does that information impact the decision-making process of the justices? Comparato answers
these questions by employing strategic theories of judicial and group behavior, with groups motivated by the
attainment of policy and group maintenance, and state supreme court justices motivated by policy and the
continued maintenance of their position on the court. He argues that the information provided in amicus
curiae briefs allows both groups and state supreme court justices to achieve their respective goals. In order to



answer these questions, Comparto analyzes litigant and amicus curiae briefs as well as judicial decisions
from seven state supreme courts to evaluate the effects of state-level institutions on the types of information
provided to state supreme court justices, and how those justices respond to that information. The results
suggest that interest groups do behave strategically, providing information to justices that they believe will be
useful in helping the justices retain their seats on the court and achieve their desired policy outcomes. There
is also support for the expectation that the information provided by litigants and amici, as well as the
retention method, have a direct impact on the decision-making of justices.

The American Courts

In 18 original commentaries, scholars address the seminal issues in American judicial research--the nexus
between policymaking and judicial decisionmaking, the impact of external pressures on the courts, the
intricacies of judicial recruitment, and the forces that drive policy innovation. ISBN 0-87187-541-1 (pbk.):
$23.95.

Friends of the Court

Studies interest group litigation in Canada.

Judges and Their Audiences

What motivates judges as decision makers? Political scientist Lawrence Baum offers a new perspective on
this crucial question, a perspective based on judges' interest in the approval of audiences important to them.
The conventional scholarly wisdom holds that judges on higher courts seek only to make good law, good
policy, or both. In these theories, judges are influenced by other people only in limited ways, in consequence
of their legal and policy goals. In contrast, Baum argues that the influence of judges' audiences is pervasive.
This influence derives from judges' interest in popularity and respect, a motivation central to most people.
Judges care about the regard of audiences because they like that regard in itself, not just as a means to other
ends. Judges and Their Audiences uses research in social psychology to make the case that audiences shape
judges' choices in substantial ways. Drawing on a broad range of scholarship on judicial decision-making and
an array of empirical evidence, the book then analyzes the potential and actual impact of several audiences,
including the public, other branches of government, court colleagues, the legal profession, and judges' social
peers. Engagingly written, this book provides a deeper understanding of key issues concerning judicial
behavior on which scholars disagree, identifies aspects of judicial behavior that diverge from the assumptions
of existing models, and shows how those models can be strengthened.

Supreme Court Decision-Making

What influences decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court? For decades social scientists focused on the ideology
of individual justices. Supreme Court Decision Making moves beyond this focus by exploring how justices
are influenced by the distinctive features of courts as institutions and their place in the political system.
Drawing on interpretive-historical institutionalism as well as rational choice theory, a group of leading
scholars consider such factors as the influence of jurisprudence, the unique characteristics of supreme courts,
the dynamics of coalition building, and the effects of social movements. The volume's distinguished
contributors and broad range make it essential reading for those interested either in the Supreme Court or the
nature of institutional politics. Original essays contributed by Lawrence Baum, Paul Brace, Elizabeth
Bussiere, Cornell Clayton, Sue Davis, Charles Epp, Lee Epstein, Howard Gillman, Melinda Gann Hall,
Ronald Kahn, Jack Knight, Forrest Maltzman, David O'Brien, Jeffrey Segal, Charles Sheldon, James Spriggs
II, and Paul Wahlbeck.
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The Oxford Handbook of U.S. Judicial Behavior

\"[This book offers] an introduction and analysis of research regarding decision making by judges serving on
federal and state courts in the U.S...[This handbook] describes and explains how the courts' political and
social context, formal institutional structures, and informal norms affect judicial decision making. The
Handbook also explores the impact of judges' personal attributes and preferences, as well as prevailing legal
doctrine, influence, and shape case outcomes in state and federal courts. The volume also proposes avenues
for future research in the various topics addressed throughout the book.\"--

Navigating the Jungle

For much of our history, legal scholars focused predominantly on the law’s implications for human beings,
while ignoring how the law influences animal welfare. Since the 1970s, however, there has been a steep
increase in animal advocates’ use of the courts. Animal law has blossomed into a vibrant academic discipline,
with a rich literature that examines how the law affects animal welfare and the ability of humans to advocate
on behalf of nonhuman animals. But most animal law literature tends to be doctrinally-based or normative.
There has been little empirical study of the outcomes of animal law cases and there has been very little
attention paid to the political influences of these outcomes. This book fills the gap in animal law literature.
This is the first empirically-based analysis of animal law that emphasizes the political forces that shape
animal law outcomes.

New Directions in Judicial Politics

With its often vague legal concepts and institutions that operate according to unfamiliar procedures, judicial
decision-making is, in many respects, a highly enigmatic process. New Directions in Judicial Politics seeks to
demystify the courts, offering readers the insights of empirical research to address questions that are of
genuine interest to students. In addition to presenting a set of conclusions about the way in which courts
operate, this book also models the craft of political research, illustrating how one can account for a variety of
factors that might affect the courts and how they operate. The renowned scholars and teachers in this volume
invite critical thinking, not only about the substance of law and courts in America, but also about the ways in
which we study judicial politics.

The Oxford Handbook of Political Networks

Politics is intuitively about relationships, but until recently the network perspective has not been a dominant
part of the methodological paradigm that political scientists use to study politics. This volume is a
foundational statement about networks in the study of politics.

The President and the Supreme Court

Examines the relationship between the president and the Supreme Court, including how presidents view the
norm of judicial independence.

Persuading the Supreme Court

Each year the public, media, and government wait in anticipation for the Supreme Court to announce major
decisions. These opinions have shaped legal policy in areas as important as healthcare, marriage, abortion,
and immigration. It is not surprising that parties and outside individuals and interest groups seeking to impact
these rulings invest an estimated $25 million to $50 million a year to produce roughly one thousand amicus
briefs to communicate information to the justices. Despite the importance of the Court and the information it
receives, many questions remain unanswered regarding the production of such information and its
relationship to the Court’s decisions. Persuading the Supreme Court leverages the very written arguments
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submitted to the Court to shed light on both their construction and impact. Drawing on more than 25,000
party and amicus briefs ?led between 1984 and 2015 and the text of the related court opinions, as well as
interviews with former Supreme Court clerks and attorneys who have prepared and ?led briefs before the
Supreme Court, Morgan Hazelton and Rachael Hinkle have shed light on one of the more mysterious and
consequential features of Supreme Court decision-making. Persuading the Supreme Court offers new
evidence that the resource advantage enjoyed by some parties likely stems from both the ability of their
experienced attorneys to craft excellent briefs and their reputations with the justices. The analyses also reveal
that information operates differently in terms of influencing who wins and what policy is announced. Using
those original interviews and quantitative analyses of a rich original dataset of tens of thousands of briefs,
with measures built using sophisticated natural language processing tools, Hazelton and Hinkle investigate
the factors that influence what information litigants and their attorneys provide to the Supreme Court and
what the justices and their clerks do with that information in deciding cases that set legal policy for the entire
country.

Bong Hits 4 Jesus

Before Sarah Palin, Alaska gave us Morse v. Frederick, the 2007 Supreme Court case conventionally known
as \"Bong HiTs 4 Jesus.\" Foster's book puts the case in context. The precipitous slide in Supreme Court
protection for free speech in high school since Tinker in the 1960's is only part of the story.ùJohn Brigham,
University of Massachusetts, Amherst, author of Material Law --Book Jacket.

Attitudinal Decision Making in the Supreme Court of Canada

This book provides a comprehensive exploration of ideological patterns of judicial behaviour in the Supreme
Court of Canada. Relying on an expansive database of Canadian Supreme Court rulings between 1984 and
2003, the authors present the most systematic discussion of the attitudinal model of decision making ever
conducted outside the setting of the US Supreme Court. The groundbreaking discussion of the viability of
this model as a unifying theory of judicial behaviour in high courts around the world will be essential reading
for a wide range of legal scholars and court watchers.

The Unsteady State

The first work of analytical legal theory exploring law's relations to environment, security, and technology as
preconditions of legal order.

The Democratic Constitution

Constitutional law is clearly shaped by judicial actors. But who else contributes? Scholars in the past have
recognized that the legislative branch plays a significant role in determining structural issues, such as
separation of powers and federalism, but stopped there--claiming that only courts had the independence and
expertise to safeguard individual and minority rights. In this readable and engaging narrative, the authors
identify the nuts and bolts of the national dialogue and relate succinct examples of how elected officials and
the general public often dominate the Supreme Court in defining the Constitution's meaning. Making use of
case studies on race, privacy, federalism, war powers, speech, and religion, Devins and Fisher demonstrate
how elected officials uphold individual rights in such areas as religious liberty and free speech as well as, and
often better than, the courts. This fascinating debunking of judicial supremacy argues that nonjudicial
contributions to constitutional interpretation make the Constitution more stable, more consistent with
constitutional principles, and more protective of individual and minority rights.

The American Supreme Court
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Celebrating its fiftieth anniversary, Robert McCloskey’s classic work on the Supreme Court’s role in
constructing the U.S. Constitution has introduced generations of students to the workings of our nation’s
highest court. For this new fifth edition, Sanford Levinson extends McCloskey’s magisterial treatment to
address the Court’s most recent decisions. As in prior editions, McCloskey’s original text remains
unchanged. In his historical interpretation, he argues that the strength of the Court has always been its
sensitivity to the changing political scene, as well as its reluctance to stray too far from the main currents of
public sentiments. In two revised chapters, Levinson shows how McCloskey’s approach continues to
illuminate developments since 2005, including the Court’s decisions in cases arising out of the War on
Terror, which range from issues of civil liberty to tests of executive power. He also discusses the Court’s
skepticism regarding campaign finance regulation; its affirmation of the right to bear arms; and the
increasingly important nomination and confirmation process of Supreme Court justices, including that of the
first Hispanic justice, Sonia Sotomayor. The best and most concise account of the Supreme Court and its
place in American politics, McCloskey's wonderfully readable book is an essential guide to the past, present,
and future prospects of this institution.

Making Good Law or Good Policy?

This book uses role theory to analyze the judicial decisions made by state supreme court judges. Grounded in
the fields of anthropology, business management, psychology, and sociology, role theory holds that, for each
position an individual occupies in society, he or she creates a role orientation, or a belief about the limits of
proper behavior. Judicial role orientation is conceptualized as the stimuli that a judge feels can legitimately
be allowed to influence his or her decision-making and, in the case of conflict among influences, what
priorities to assign to different decisional criteria. This role orientation is generally seen as existing on a
spectrum ranging from activist to restraintist. Using multi-faceted data collection and empirical testing, this
book discusses the variation in judges’ role orientations, the role that personal institutional structure and
judges' backgrounds play in determining judicial orientations, and the degree to which judges’ orientations
affect their decision-making. The first study to provide cross-institutional research on state supreme court
judges, this book expands and advances the literature on judicial role orientation. As such, this book will be
of interest to graduate students and researchers studying political science, public policy, law, and the courts.

The Role of the Highest Courts of the United States of America and South Africa, and
the European Court of Justice in Foreign Affairs

This book deals with what the author considers a sorely neglected question, namely the role of the judiciary
in states’ foreign policy processes. Eksteen argues that the impact of the judiciary on foreign affairs is
understudied and that recognition of its role in foreign affairs is now due. This makes it a ground-breaking
scholarly contribution that should first of all prove of value to students, scholars, researchers and
practitioners in the two broad fields of politics and law for the wide scope of issues it covers and the very
comprehensive reference lists it contains. Secondly, professionals working within politics, including
members of the legislatures of the United States, the European Union and South Africa, as well as members
of the judiciaries there, should find this book of benefit. A detailed examination has been undertaken of the
role of the United States Supreme Court, the two high courts in South Africa, namely the Constitutional
Court and the Supreme Court of Appeal, and the European Court of Justice of the European Union, in foreign
affairs. The author substantiates the unmistakable fact that these Courts have become involved in and
influence foreign affairs. Furthermore, that they have not shied away from using their judicial authority when
dealing with cases touching on foreign affairs and especially presidential overreach. The lack of recognition
of the judiciary’s role in foreign affairs is still noticeable in Foreign Policy Analysis (FPA) literature. This
book concludes that FPA has to accept and give proper recognition to the judiciary and its increasing
relevance in foreign affairs. Dr. Riaan Eksteen is a Former South African Ambassador residing in Namibia;
from 1968-1973 he served at the South African Embassy in Washington D.C.; between 1976-1994, he
subsequently served as Ambassador and Head of Mission at the U.N. in New York (1976-81), in Namibia
(1990-91), at the U.N. in Geneva (1992-94), and in Turkey, with accreditation also to Azerbaijan,
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Kyrgyzstan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan (1995-97). He obtained his Ph.D. from the University of
Johannesburg in October 2018.

How Courts Impact Federal Administrative Behavior

What impact do federal courts have on the administrative agencies of the federal government? How do
agencies react to the decisions of federal courts? This book answers these questions by examining the
responses of federal agencies to the U.S. Courts of Appeals, revealing what happens inside agencies after
courts rule against them. Robert J. Hume draws upon dozens of interviews with current and former
administrators, taking readers behind the scenes of these organizations to reveal their internal procedures,
their attitudes about courts, and their surprising capacity to be influenced by a judge’s choice of words. This
fascinating study will be of interest to students and scholars of politics as well as those seeking great
understanding of the intricacies of the US political system.

Judging Inequality

Social scientists have convincingly documented soaring levels of political, legal, economic, and social
inequality in the United States. Missing from this picture of rampant inequality, however, is any attention to
the significant role of state law and courts in establishing policies that either ameliorate or exacerbate
inequality. In Judging Inequality, political scientists James L. Gibson and Michael J. Nelson demonstrate the
influential role of the fifty state supreme courts in shaping the widespread inequalities that define America
today, focusing on court-made public policy on issues ranging from educational equity and adequacy to
LGBT rights to access to justice to worker’s rights. Drawing on an analysis of an original database of nearly
6,000 decisions made by over 900 judges on 50 state supreme courts over a quarter century, Judging
Inequality documents two ways that state high courts have crafted policies relevant to inequality: through
substantive policy decisions that fail to advance equality and by rulings favoring more privileged litigants
(typically known as “upperdogs”). The authors discover that whether court-sanctioned policies lead to greater
or lesser inequality depends on the ideologies of the justices serving on these high benches, the policy
preferences of their constituents (the people of their state), and the institutional structures that determine who
becomes a judge as well as who decides whether those individuals remain in office. Gibson and Nelson
decisively reject the conventional theory that state supreme courts tend to protect underdog litigants from the
wrath of majorities. Instead, the authors demonstrate that the ideological compositions of state supreme
courts most often mirror the dominant political coalition in their state at a given point in time. As a result,
state supreme courts are unlikely to stand as an independent force against the rise of inequality in the United
States, instead making decisions compatible with the preferences of political elites already in power. At least
at the state high court level, the myth of judicial independence truly is a myth. Judging Inequality offers a
comprehensive examination of the powerful role that state supreme courts play in shaping public policies
pertinent to inequality. This volume is a landmark contribution to scholarly work on the intersection of
American jurisprudence and inequality, one that essentially rewrites the “conventional wisdom” on the role
of courts in America’s democracy.

Constitutional Law for a Changing America

\"Excellent balance of case excerpts and author explanation, highly appropriate for undergraduate students.\"
—Dr. Wendy Brame, Briar Cliff University Political factors influence judicial decisions. Arguments and
input from lawyers and interest groups, the ebb and flow of public opinion, and especially the ideological and
behavioral inclinations of the justices all combine to shape the development of constitutional doctrine.
Drawing on political science as much as from legal studies, Constitutional Law for a Changing America: A
Short Course helps students realize that Supreme Court cases are more than just legal names and citations.
With meticulous revising, the authors streamline material while accounting for recent landmark cases and
new scholarship. Ideal for a one semester course, the Eighth Edition of A Short Course offers all the
hallmarks of the Rights and Powers volumes in a more condensed format. Students and instructors benefit
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from the online Con Law Resource Center which houses the supplemental case archive, links to CQ Press
reference materials, a moot court simulation, instructor resources, and more.

New Directions in Interest Group Politics

Reflecting cutting edge scholarship but written for undergraduates, New Directions in Interest Group Politics
will help students think critically about influence in the American political system. There is no shortage of
fear about \"the special interests\" in American political debate, but reliable information about what interest
groups do, who they represent, and how they influence government is often lacking. This volume, comprised
of original essays by leading scholars, is designed to summarize and explain contemporary research that
helps address popular questions and concerns, making studies accessible to undergraduate students and
providing facts to butress informed debate. The book covers the mobilization of interest groups, their
activities, and their influence. Each chapter briefly reviews research on a central question of scholarship
before focusing on a particular empirical project designed to shed light on the topic. Rather than simply
providing a descriptive overview, the chapters are designed to foster critical thinking by getting students to
assess the role of interest groups in the American political system and supplying evidence of their effects.
Importantly, a set of web resources associated with the book offer instructions for research and writing
assignments. Students will be able to collect and analyze data on campaign finance, lobbying, and interest
group involvement in governance. The eResource website includes materials for several classroom
simulations, such as an interest group legislative battle, a Netroots convention, and a rule-making process. As
they read about key questions in democratic government and current research trends, students can practice
serving as interest group activists and conduct original research on topics that most interest them.

University of Chicago Law Review: Volume 81, Number 3 - Summer 2014

The third issue of 2014 features three articles from recognized legal scholars, as well as extensive student
research. Contents include: Articles: • Following Lower-Court Precedent, by Aaron-Andrew P. Bruhl •
Constitutional Outliers, by Justin Driver • Intellectual Property versus Prizes: Reframing the Debate, by
Benjamin N. Roin Review: • The Text, the Whole Text, and Nothing but the Text, So Help Me God: Un-
Writing Amar's Unwritten Constitution, by Michael Stokes Paulsen Comments: • Standing on Ceremony:
Can Lead Plaintiffs Claim Injury from Securities That They Did Not Purchase?, by Corey K. Brady • FISA's
Fuzzy Line between Domestic and International Terrorism, by Nick Harper • The Perceived Intrusiveness of
Searching Electronic Devices at the Border: An Empirical Study, by Matthew B. Kugler • Comcast Corp v
Behrend and Chaos on the Ground, by Alex Parkinson • Maybe Once, Maybe Twice: Using the Rule of
Lenity to Determine Whether 18 USC 924(c) Defines One Crime or Two, by F. Italia Patti • Let's Be
Reasonable: Controlling Self-Help Discovery in False Claims Act Suits, by Stephen M. Payne • A Dispute
Over Bona Fide Disputes in Involuntary Bankruptcy Proceedings, by Steven J. Winkelman The University of
Chicago Law Review first appeared in 1933, thirty-one years after the Law School offered its first classes.
Since then the Law Review has continued to serve as a forum for the expression of ideas of leading
professors, judges, and practitioners, as well as students, and as a training ground for University of Chicago
Law School students, who serve as its editors and contribute Comments and other research. Principal articles
and essays are authored by accomplished legal and economics scholars. Quality ebook formatting includes
active TOC, linked notes, active URLs in notes, and all the charts, tables, and formulae found in the original
print version.

The Behavior of Federal Judges

Federal judges are not just robots or politicians in robes, yet their behavior is not well understood, even
among themselves. Using statistical methods, a political scientist, an economist, and a judge construct a
unified theory of judicial decision-making to dispel the mystery of how decisions from district courts to the
Supreme Court are made.
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American Constitutional Law

American Constitutional Law: Essays, Cases, and Comparative Notes is a unique casebook that encourages
citizens and students of the Constitution to think critically about the fundamental principles and policies of
the American constitutional order. In addition to its distinguished authorship, the book has two prominent
features that set it apart from other books in the field: an emphasis on the social, political, and moral theory
that provides meaning to constitutional law and interpretation, and a comparative perspective that situates the
American experience within a world context that serves as an invaluable prism through which to illuminate
the special features of our own constitutional order. While the focus of the book is entirely on American
constitutional law, the book asks students to consider what, if anything, is unique in American constitutional
life and what we share with other constitutional democracies. Each chapter is preceded by an introductory
essay that highlights these major themes and also situates the cases in their proper historical and political
contexts. This new edition offers updated and expanded treatment of a number of important and timely
topics, including gerrymandering and campaign finance, the death penalty, privacy, affirmative action, and
school segregation. The new edition offers: _ Updated and expanded treatment of key cases on
gerrymandering and campaign finance _ Expanded discussion of the Court's work federalism and the
commerce clause _ Discussions of the Court's new cases on the death penalty, including a discussion of the
controversy within the Court about the propriety of citing foreign case law _ An expanded discussion of the
Court's recent work in the area of privacy, including the Court's decisions with regard to partial birth
abortions and same sex marriages _ An expanded section on the Court's continuing efforts to develop a
coherent takings clause jurisprudence _ Full coverage of new developments and cases concerning affirmative
action and school desegregation

Governing from the Bench

In Governing from the Bench, Emmett Macfarlane draws on interviews with current and former justices, law
clerks, and other staff members of the court to shed light on the institution’s internal environment and
decision-making processes. He explores the complex role of the Supreme Court as an institution; exposes the
rules, conventions, and norms that shape and constrain its justices’ behavior; and situates the court in its
broader governmental and societal context, as it relates to the elected branches of government, the media, and
the public.

Friend of the Court & the 2010 Constitution

The Model Rules of Professional Conduct provides an up-to-date resource for information on legal ethics.
Federal, state and local courts in all jurisdictions look to the Rules for guidance in solving lawyer malpractice
cases, disciplinary actions, disqualification issues, sanctions questions and much more. In this volume, black-
letter Rules of Professional Conduct are followed by numbered Comments that explain each Rule's purpose
and provide suggestions for its practical application. The Rules will help you identify proper conduct in a
variety of given situations, review those instances where discretionary action is possible, and define the
nature of the relationship between you and your clients, colleagues and the courts.

Model Rules of Professional Conduct

Of the nearly five thousand cases presented to the Supreme Court each year, less than 5 percent are granted
review. How the Court sets its agenda, therefore, is perhaps as important as how it decides cases. H. W.
Perry, Jr., takes the first hard look at the internal workings of the Supreme Court, illuminating its agenda-
setting policies, procedures, and priorities as never before. He conveys a wealth of new information in clear
prose and integrates insights he gathered in unprecedented interviews with five justices. For this unique study
Perry also interviewed four U.S. solicitors general, several deputy solicitors general, seven judges on the
D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals, and sixty-four former Supreme Court law clerks. The clerks and justices
spoke frankly with Perry, and his skillful analysis of their responses is the mainspring of this book. His
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engaging report demystifies the Court, bringing it vividly to life for general readers--as well as political
scientists and a wide spectrum of readers throughout the legal profession. Perry not only provides previously
unpublished information on how the Court operates but also gives us a new way of thinking about the
institution. Among his contributions is a decision-making model that is more convincing and persuasive than
the standard model for explaining judicial behavior.

Deciding to Decide

Who gets seated on the lower federal courts and why? Why are some nominees confirmed easily while others
travel a long, hard road to confirmation? What role do senators and interest groups play in determining who
will become a federal judge? The lower federal courts have increasingly become the final arbiters of the
important political and social issues of the day. As a result, who gets seated on the bench has become a major
political issue. In Battle over the Bench, Amy Steigerwalt argues that the key to understanding the dynamics
of the lower court confirmation process is to examine the process itself. She offers a new analytic framework
for understanding when nominations become contested, and shows when and how key actors can influence
the fate of nominations and ultimately determine who will become a federal judge. Given the increasing
salience of lower court decisions, it is not surprising that interest groups and partisan agendas play an
important role. Steigerwalt inventories the means by which senators push through or block nominations, and
why interest groups decide to support or oppose certain nominations. The politics of judicial confirmations
do not end there, however. Steigerwalt also reveals how many nominees are blocked for private political
reasons that have nothing to do with ideology, while senators may use their support for or opposition to
nominees as bargaining chips to garner votes for their positions on unrelated issues. Battle over the Bench
showcases the complex and, at times, hidden motivations driving the staffing of the federal bench.

Battle over the Bench

This book comprehensively examines the United States legal system. While the most extensive coverage is
given to the U.S. Supreme Court, the book also provides separate chapters on state courts, the U.S. District
Courts, and the U.S. Courts of Appeals. The book systematically compares the effects of legal and political
factors on different courts' decisions. Finally, we provide extended coverage to American legal process, with
separate chapters on civil procedure, evidence, and criminal procedure.

The Supreme Court in the American Legal System

Over the past two decades, the United States has seen an intense debate about the composition of the federal
judiciary. Are judges \"activists\"? Should they stop \"legislating from the bench\"? Are they abusing their
authority? Or are they protecting fundamental rights, in a way that is indispensable in a free society? Are
Judges Political? cuts through the noise by looking at what judges actually do. Drawing on a unique data set
consisting of thousands of judicial votes, Cass Sunstein and his colleagues analyze the influence of ideology
on judicial voting, principally in the courts of appeal. They focus on two questions: Do judges appointed by
Republican Presidents vote differently from Democratic appointees in ideologically contested cases? And do
judges vote differently depending on the ideological leanings of the other judges hearing the same case?
After examining votes on a broad range of issues--including abortion, affirmative action, and capital
punishment--the authors do more than just confirm that Democratic and Republican appointees often vote in
different ways. They inject precision into an all-too-often impressionistic debate by quantifying this effect
and analyzing the conditions under which it holds. This approach sometimes generates surprising results:
under certain conditions, for example, Democrat-appointed judges turn out to have more conservative voting
patterns than Republican appointees. As a general rule, ideology should not and does not affect legal
judgments. Frequently, the law is clear and judges simply implement it, whatever their political
commitments. But what happens when the law is unclear? Are Judges Political? addresses this vital question.

https://tentreemedia.com googlebook



Are Judges Political?

DIVExamines the contributions of the \"pioneers\" of research into judicial behavior /div

The Pioneers of Judicial Behavior

In follow-up studies, dozens of reviews, and even a book of essays evaluating his conclusions, Gerald
Rosenberg’s critics—not to mention his supporters—have spent nearly two decades debating the arguments
he first put forward in The Hollow Hope. With this substantially expanded second edition of his landmark
work, Rosenberg himself steps back into the fray, responding to criticism and adding chapters on the same-
sex marriage battle that ask anew whether courts can spur political and social reform. Finding that the answer
is still a resounding no, Rosenberg reaffirms his powerful contention that it’s nearly impossible to generate
significant reforms through litigation. The reason? American courts are ineffective and relatively weak—far
from the uniquely powerful sources for change they’re often portrayed as. Rosenberg supports this claim by
documenting the direct and secondary effects of key court decisions—particularly Brown v. Board of
Education and Roe v. Wade. He reveals, for example, that Congress, the White House, and a determined civil
rights movement did far more than Brown to advance desegregation, while pro-choice activists invested too
much in Roe at the expense of political mobilization. Further illuminating these cases, as well as the ongoing
fight for same-sex marriage rights, Rosenberg also marshals impressive evidence to overturn the common
assumption that even unsuccessful litigation can advance a cause by raising its profile. Directly addressing its
critics in a new conclusion, The Hollow Hope, Second Edition promises to reignite for a new generation the
national debate it sparked seventeen years ago.

The Hollow Hope

In this famous treatise, a Supreme Court Justice describes the conscious and unconscious processes by which
a judge decides a case. He discusses the sources of information to which he appeals for guidance and
analyzes the contribution that considerations of precedent, logical consistency, custom, social welfare, and
standards of justice and morals have in shaping his decisions.

The Nature of the Judicial Process

Issues in Sociology and Social Work Research and Application: 2011 Edition is a ScholarlyEditions™ eBook
that delivers timely, authoritative, and comprehensive information about Sociology and Social Work
Research and Application. The editors have built Issues in Sociology and Social Work Research and
Application: 2011 Edition on the vast information databases of ScholarlyNews.™ You can expect the
information about Sociology and Social Work Research and Application in this eBook to be deeper than
what you can access anywhere else, as well as consistently reliable, authoritative, informed, and relevant. The
content of Issues in Sociology and Social Work Research and Application: 2011 Edition has been produced
by the world’s leading scientists, engineers, analysts, research institutions, and companies. All of the content
is from peer-reviewed sources, and all of it is written, assembled, and edited by the editors at
ScholarlyEditions™ and available exclusively from us. You now have a source you can cite with authority,
confidence, and credibility. More information is available at http://www.ScholarlyEditions.com/.

Issues in Sociology and Social Work Research and Application: 2011 Edition

The Judicial Process: Law, Courts, and Judicial Politics is an all-new, concise yet comprehensive core text
that introduces students to the nature and significance of the judicial process in the United States and across
the globe. It is social scientific in its approach, situating the role of the courts and their impact on public
policy within a strong foundation in legal theory, or political jurisprudence, as well as legal scholarship.
Authors Christopher P. Banks and David M. O’Brien do not shy away from the politics of the judicial
process, and offer unique insight into cutting-edge and highly relevant issues. In its distinctive boxes,
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“Contemporary Controversies over Courts” and “In Comparative Perspective,” the text examines topics such
as the dispute pyramid, the law and morality of same-sex marriages, the “hardball politics” of judicial
selection, plea bargaining trends, the right to counsel and “pay as you go” justice, judicial decisions limiting
the availability of class actions, constitutional courts in Europe, the judicial role in creating major social
change, and the role lawyers, juries and alternative dispute resolution techniques play in the U.S. and
throughout the world. Photos, cartoons, charts, and graphs are used throughout the text to facilitate student
learning and highlight key aspects of the judicial process.
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